






In the latter half of the 19th Century (1866 thru '85), cattlemen rounded up     
longhorns by the millions in Texas, cropped their ears, branded their hides, and 
drove them north across the Indian Nations into Kansas, where the railheads con-
necting to the East were. Somewhere along the way, without intending to do more 
than a hard day's work for a hard day's pay and board, they launched the legend of 
the cowboy. The Kansas towns where the drives ended became infamous for a 
short time. Abilene, Dodge City, Caldwell, Newton, Ellsworth, Wichita, Baxter 
Springs, Hunnewell, Great Bend, Hays City, Junction City, Brookville and Coffeyville 
were all thriving cow-towns for a while. During Hunnewell's heyday, it sported one 
hotel, two stores, a barbershop, a couple of dance halls, and eight or nine saloons. 
With little more than railroad workers and cowboys, violence was not uncommon. 
As one railroad worker recalled years later, "There was no Bat Masterson here to 
control the casual use of firearms, and there was more shooting than I ever saw in 
Dodge City."  Missouri flat-out banned driving cattle through there.                                                          

Money, availability of all imaginable vices and lots of morally-challenged 
people all converged in these towns and made them places not for the faint of heart. 
The homesteaders & new arrivals from the East tried to put a stop to it all. To the 
citizens, it was the cowboys themselves who were the problem — getting drunk, 
quarreling over money or women, and all too frequently engaging in reckless gun-
play in the center of town. Although an 1885 Kansas quarantine law tried to stop the 
Texas cattle trade, only the January 1886 blizzard, which killed all the cattle in 
southwest Kansas, would end it. (Known as The Great Die-Up of '86) 

 

"Money and whiskey flowed like water downhill, and youth and beauty and 
womanhood and manhood were wrecked and damned in that valley of perdition.”   

                 - Abilene citizen re: the town and its red light district. 
 

A typical cowboy arriving at the end of a northern drive, would start with 
some new clothes, fancy dress boots and maybe a Stetson “ten gallon” hat. After a 
visit to the barber, he was ready to “unwind.” The cow-town institutions — saloons, 
gambling houses, dance halls, and brothels — thrived on his kind. Drunken cow-
boys were easy prey for the “purveyors of sin,” and often, within a week, a man 
could spend his entire salary. 

The Chisholm Trail was the major route to most of the Kansas cow-towns. 
After years of use, it was described as being between 200 to 400 yards wide and as 
bare as a city street. As quarantine laws and homesteaders' fences closed off more 
and more towns to Texas   drovers, Dodge City emerged as the principal Kansas 
cow-town. From 1875 to 1885 Texas cattle followed the cutoff on the Chisholm Trail 
(or Western Trail) to the "Cowboy Capital."  

The railheads in Kansas also served as the center of the buffalo trade.  

Red River is a Howard Hawks movie starring John Wayne and portrays a  
cattle drive from Texas to Kansas. 



There was no shortage of material for this match. In fact, we could do a 20 stage 
match, all based on actual events in Kansas during its cattle-drive hey-day. We 
would have to compress it into 2 days, but it's do-able! Who's in? I'm game! Sorry, 
no Wild Bunch and no side-matches. 

All of the events in the scenarios were ripped right from my grade 10 history text-
book (1975 edition) with a little fluff added from the internet and the wonderful co-
operation of the    Kansas Heritage Center in Dodge City, who embraced this project 
& just couldn't do enough for me. I have added "go meet those folks at KS Heritage 
Center!" to my bucket list. 

There will be links provided in The Eye Opener on the website for those who hunger 
for a more thorough look at some of the events. 

So… look good, hit the targets & enjoy the day! 

Stranger 



























Herding cattle was a hot and dusty job.  The cowboys would take 

baths in the river.  This resulted in a Delano/ Wichita ordinance 

prohibiting nude bathing in the daytime. 



The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe station and yard office was party central in Newton,  
Kansas, as most folks got their first glimpse of the town when they arrived by train. When 
this photo was taken in 1871, Newton boasted 27 saloons and eight gambling halls. The 
next year, visitor Fred Chiver had to hide beneath the depot platform to wait out a gun   
battle between rival cattle outfits. That September incident was one of many which        
confirmed Newton “had a man for breakfast every morning.” 



Gunsmoke is an American radio and television Western drama  

series created by director Norman MacDonnell and writer John 

Meston. The stories take place in and around Dodge City Kansas  

during the settlement of the American West. 

The radio version ran from 1952 to 1961, and John Dunning writes 

that among radio drama enthusiasts "Gunsmoke is routinely 

placed among the best shows of any kind and any time." The      

television version ran for 20 seasons from 1955 to 1975, and was 

the United States' longest-running prime time, live-action drama 

with 635 episodes. At the end of its run in 1975, Los Angeles Times 

columnist Cecil Smith wrote "Gunsmoke was the dramatization of 

the American epic legend of the west. Our own Iliad and Odyssey, 

created from standard elements of the dime novel and the pulp 

western as romanticized by Buntline, Harte, and Twain. It was ever 

the stuff of legend." 

Some Dodge trivia for y’all. 



THe Dalton Gang meet their end in 

Coffeyville Kansas. 

 

 





Thanks for takin part in our cattle 

drive thru Kansas Cowtowns pards. 

See y’all down the trail soon. 



Match concept and stage design by The Stranger 

Booklet and graphics by Tumbleweed Tom 


